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A Word about Coronavirus 

First, God’s Word: 

Psalm 91 reminds us of the shelter we have in God, even in the face of “the pestilence that stalks in the darkness” 

and “the plague that destroys at midday” (v. 6). Your God is the maker of heaven and earth, who has the power 

to save you “from the deadly pestilence” (verse 3) and who “will command his angels concerning you to guard 

you in all your ways” (verse 11). What a comfort! Use Psalm 91 in your prayers. 

Second, a Word from Martin Luther: 

Almost 500 years ago Martin Luther wrote an open letter entitled, “How Should a Christian Act during a Deadly 

Epidemic?” A translation of his letter has been made available here through Asia Lutheran Seminary (in 

fellowship with WELS). I encourage you to read it. Luther wrote regarding the Black Death, but his perspective 

is still timely to today’s coronavirus because he bases his advice on God’s eternal Word and love for those 

around us. Luther walks the line between panicky doubt of God and arrogant testing of God. 

Finally, a Word regarding Living Water: 

I couldn’t agree more with this quote from Luther’s letter mentioned above, “When people are dying, they most 

need a spiritual ministry which strengthens and comforts their consciences by Word and sacrament and in faith 

overcomes death.” Therefore, we at Living Water will continue to do gospel ministry, especially gathering 

around Word and sacrament. But we will do so with watchfulness, precaution, and compassion. 

 We will watch the news and for professional advice. 

 Out of love for each other, especially those more at risk, we will take precautions to try to prevent any 

spread of the virus. For example, more individual cups will be available at Holy Communion. 

 In compassion, we will support our brothers and sisters in Christ who prayerfully may make personal 

decisions different than our own. If you want to shake hands, I’ll reach out mine. If you prefer not to, 

no offense will be taken. If you prayerfully think it best for your current health situation to stay away 

for a time from a public gathering like worship, we will understand. We do, however, encourage you 

to receive God’s Word by reading Scripture, hearing our sermons uploaded at our website, and 

contacting me about possible in-person visits. I still want to be your pastor, especially at this time. 

We live our daily lives in full confidence of our gracious God. He has already saved us from spiritual death; he 

can save us from physical harm, if it is his will. Martin Luther’s explanation to the seventh petition of the Lord’s 

Prayer (“deliver us from evil”) expresses this confidence. Write it down. Take it with you along with your hand 

sanitizer. Use it to guide your prayers. “In conclusion, we pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would 

deliver us from every evil that threatens body and soul, property and reputation, and finally when our last hour 

comes, grant us a blessed end and graciously take us from this world of sorrow to himself in heaven.” 

That is my prayer for you and for all. In Christ, 

Pastor Aaron Voss (pastor.a.voss@gmail.com / 262-330-3399) 
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